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the garrets under the roof which served as prison-cells. He
was there for months, and then, after prolonged planning and
many disappointments, and much burrowing with improvised
tools, cryptic messages to other prisoners, and all the devices
of the stage villain, made a wonderful escape over the roofs.
How lovely it was to see the stars again and to breathe the
cool night air! The incident supplied Alexandre Dumas with
one of his ideas for Monte Cristo.
Paris in 1756 was the next scene of his activities. Bernis
received him in a friendly way. He was in Paris when Damiens
tried to assassinate Louis XV. He persuaded the brothers
Paris-Duvernay, the great bankers, to admit him into partner-
ship in a State lottery enterprise. The rich, celebrated, and
ancient Marquise d'Urfe admitted him to her magnificent
house on the Quai des Theatins, with its splendid collections of
books and objects of virtu. Casanova became a * Rosicrucian/1
and helped the marquise in her investigations in alchemy and
magic. She thought that he had the means of renewing her
youth and turning her into a boy; Casanova was able to work
upon her delusions for a considerable time. He had some
artistry, and started a factory for producing silks with beautiful
printed designs; he made some money—or, at any rate, obtained
a good deal of capital from his wealthy friends. A charge of
forgery was brought against him, and he says that he spent
a term in prison, in Fort Pfivfeque. Tireless researchers have
discovered that he was not in prison, but that he fled for safety
from Paris, in 1759; he arrived in Holland with a smart Spanish
manservant. He won a good deal of money by gambling at
Amsterdam, but some people blackmailed him and made him
give up most of it. The chief of police induced him to move
on, and Casanova set forth into Germany; but he took with
him letters of credit for 100,000 Dutch florins; perhaps the
gift or loan of a rich banker of Holland who believed in his
1 The ' Hermetic' Fraternity of the Rosy Cross started in Germany
probably in the fifteenth century, and existed as a secret association or
number of associations for practising magic down to about 1790 or 1800.
Hermes, or Mercury, was the fabled inventor of alchemy.

